EXPERT WORKSHOP ON CLIMATE MODELING AT REGIONAL SCALE,

BELGRADE, SERBIA, 11-13 APRIL 2011

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

Rationale
Climate change is one of the greatest global challenges of our time which will have wide-ranging effects on the environment and on socio-economic sectors, including water resources, agriculture and food security, human health, natural ecosystems and biodiversity and coastal zones. Adaptation to climate change to reduce the negative effects of climate vulnerability and change require urgent undertaking based on and guided by the best available scientific knowledge.  

The workshop will be held within the context of the UNFCCC Cancun Adaptation Framework, 4th IPCC Assessment Report and the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). 
Cancun Agreements adopted at UNFCCC COP16 (Mexico, 2010), invited all Parties to enhance action on adaptation by improving climate-related research in order to provide decision makers at national and regional levels with improved climate-related data and information.   
Furthermore, COP 16 invited relevant multilateral, international, regional and national organizations, the public and private sectors, civil society and other relevant stakeholders to undertake and support enhanced action on adaptation at all levels.

World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3) established a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) to strengthen the provision and use of climate predictions, products and information worldwide to support building climate-resilient societies. 

The 4th IPCC report has indicated that there is a potential in downscaling approaches, to provide more detailed information of climate change at regional scale.

The workshop aim is to develop a long-term Earth climate modeling research strategy to be implemented in the South East European Virtual Climate Change Centre (SEEVCCC) hosted by RHMSS. It will reflect societal requirements for modeling products in southeastern Europe (as stipulated in the South East European Climate Change Framework Action Plan for Adaptation - SEE/CCFAP-A, http://www.seevccc.rs/CCFAP-A/CCFAP-A.pdf).

The SEEVCCC/RHMSS is a member of the WMO RA VI Pilot Regional Climate Center-Network. Following the RCC highly recommended functions related to research, the SEEVCCC will contribute in developing an Earth climate modeling system (ECMS) which will be driven by the NCEP NNMB atmospheric model. The modeling system will interactively integrate major climate components, including atmosphere, ocean, aerosols and hydrology. The ECMS will be applied and tested at different geographical regions. 
Meeting format
This meeting will host a few key presentations and open discussions lasting two and a half days. Keynote presentations are by invitation only.  Most of the time will be devoted to discussion related to following topics:

1. Integrated Earth modeling components: Atmosphere (dynamics, cloud physics, radiation); Soil processes (soil moisture, snow); Ocean; Hydrology; Aerosols
2. Seasonal predictions at regional scales
3. Global-to-regional climate downscaling
4. Model validation
5. Computational and storage requirements

6. Data archiving and Visualisation 
Organizers 

· Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia – South East European Virtual Climate Change Centre (SEEVCCC,  http://www.seevccc.rs) 

· Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Republic of Serbia
Participation 

Participation at the Workshop is by invitation. 
Financial Support 

Partial financial support for participation is available, but limited. 

Workshop Contact Person
Mrs. Diana Mijuskovic (rhms.intdep@hidmet.gov.rs), 
Head of International Department, Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia
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