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JOINT STATEMENT

BY THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE MINISTERIAL MEETING “CLIMATE CHANGE RESEARCH FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ADAPTATION AND RISK REDUCTION”

Belgrade, Serbia, April 13, 2011
We, the participants at

the Ministerial Meeting “Climate Change Research for Environmental Protection, Adaptation and Risk Reduction”,

Representing the Ministers responsible for environment and climate change, the national hydrometeorological services, governmental organizations, research institutes and academic research community from 14 countries from Europe and USA, [list the countries in alphabetical order]


met in Belgrade, Serbia,  on April  13, 2011

to discuss issues related to the

“Climate Change Research for Environmental Protection, Adaptation and Risk Reduction”

at the invitation of the Ministry of Environment, Mining and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Serbia and the Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia,

the host of the South East European Virtual Climate Change Centre (SEEVCCC),

supported by the World  Meteorological Organization, World Climate Research Programme, United Nation`s Strategy for Disaster Reduction and other international and regional organizations and partners;

Noting that climate change is one of the greatest global challenges of our time which will have wide-ranging effects on the environment and socio-economic sectors, including water resources, agriculture and food security, human health, natural ecosystems and biodiversity and coastal zones;

Expressing concern arising from the increasing scientific evidence for the adverse impacts of climate change and increasing risk of the sea level rise, changes in the frequency, location and intensity of extreme weather events and other adverse impacts of climate change, with changes over southern Europe being among the most detrimental within Europe;

Recognizing that adaptation to climate variability and change is necessary in order to reduce their negative effects. This requires urgent undertaking based on, and guided by the best available scientific knowledge;

Taking note of the Belgrade initiative for enhancement of South East Europen sub-regional cooperation in the field of climate change adopted by the Sixth Ministerial UNECE Conference “Environment for Europe,” Belgrade, Serbia 2007, and the South East European Climate Change Framework Action Plan for Adaptation (SEE/CCFAP-A) adopted at the regional Ministerial Conference on combating climate change in South East Europe in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2008;

Acknowledging that the Cancun Agreements adopted at UNFCCC COP16 (Mexico, 2010), invited all Parties to enhance action on adaptation by fostering climate-related research in order to provide decision makers at national and regional levels with improved climate-related data and information;
Expressing appreciation to the World Meteorological Organization for its continuous guidance and support of National Hydrometeorological Services in dealing with climate change as well as its ongoing activities in establishing of Regional Climate Centres  and Global Framework for Climate Services to support UNFCCC implementation;

Adopt this joint statement as follows:

· Bearing in mind that all countries are vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change we welcome increased international attention to this vulnerability and to urgent need for adaptation. We also welcome recommendations and long range multidisciplinary “South East European research programme of regional climate modeling for 2012-2017” developed by the international Expert Workshop held in Belgrade, Serbia, April 11-12, 2011, (Annex 1). This long term R&D programme will advance predictive capability that will in turn provide the knowledge necessary to improve assessment of the impacts, vulnerabilities  and risks from climate change, build adaptive response capacities and foster adaptation action. At the same time, this joint endeavor of South East European  countries will contribute to the international effort to implement the UNFCCC Framework Action for Adaptation. 

· We value existing bilateral, regional, and global partnerships and look forward to further enhancement of broad regional and international collaboration in research, development, transfer and deployment of climate friendly technologies. This collaboration and cooperation will improve the understanding of climate change impacts on SE Europe and the ability to both predict individual high impact events over SE Europe and the change of the frequency and intensity of these events with climate variability.

· We specifically encourage the participation of researchers from the South East European countries and their partners in the SEEVCCC R&D programme. 

· We support the strengthening of the cooperation among National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), research community and  SEEVCCC as a part of the WMO RA VI RCC Network, particularly concerning the exchange of climate data and information including early warnings on natural disasters of meteorological and hydrological origin. 

· We stress the need to complement climate change policies with actions to strengthen national climate observing networks, capacity building and investments in infrastructure of NMHSs in South East European region.

· We recognize that these efforts will be a key contribution to the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) which is considered a key element to adapt to climate change. The SEE/CCFAP-A is directly contributing to regional and national implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), the internationally agreed blueprint which globally guides governments towards strengthening their resilience to natural hazards. The SEEVCCC,  and SEE National Hydrological and Meteorological Services shall work closely with the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and other relevant national and regional partners, programmes and projects to improve the effectiveness of the implementation of the HFA providing the needed expertise in regional climate modeling and forecasting, climate-related hazard risk assessments and enhancement of meteorological and hydrological data exchange.

We invite the Ministers responsible for climate change related policies and  Secretary General of WMO to inform the UNFCCC, the World Meteorological Congress, the European Union  and other interested parties to support the implementation of this jointly adopted programme of actions on climate change in the South East European region. 
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